
 

 

 

Sawmill 

Early mills had been taken to the forest, where a 

temporary shelter was built, and the logs were 

skidded to the nearby mill by horse or ox teams, 

often when there was some snow to provide 

lubrication. As mills grew larger, they were usually 

established in more permanent facilities on a river, 

and the logs were floated down to them by log 

drivers. Sawmills built on navigable rivers, lakes, or 

estuaries were called cargo mills because of the 

availability of ships transporting cargoes of logs to 

the sawmill and cargoes of lumber from the sawmill.
[
 

The introduction of steam power in the 19th century 

created many new possibilities for mills. Availability 

of railroad transportation for logs and lumber 

encouraged building of rail mills away from 

navigable water. Steam powered sawmills could be 

far more mechanized. Scrap lumber from the mill 

provided a ready fuel source for firing the boiler. 

Efficiency was increased, but the capital cost of a 

new mill increased dramatically as well. 

In addition, the use of steam or gasoline-powered 

traction engines also allowed the entire sawmill to be 

mobile. 
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