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1909 Hibbing Finnish Workers' Club hall 

…before the 1907 [Mesabi Range] strike began 
there were 64 members [of the Hibbing Finnish 
Socialist Chapter], and before the strike was finished 
there were 174. "This unusual rise in membership," 
even the Päivälehti was forced to admit, "was due to 
the strike, so that it may be said that if there were no 
other benefits from the strike at least it created 
hordes of socialists." In the beginning there were 
difficulties in finding a meeting place, for neither 
temperance society rented their hall to the socialists. 
They were forced finally to build a meeting place of 
their own… The Hibbing Workers Hall built in 1909 
was considerably larger than the first: this one was 
46 x 120 feet. It became one of the most important 
centers of activity among the Finnish workers' 
groups in Minnesota, with numerous flourishing 
auxiliaries. ** 

http://www.historymuseumeot.com/mfahs/htm/part9_0008.htm 
 
** http://www.historymuseumeot.com/mfahs/htm/part9_0007.htm 
 
Mar 25, 2012 1:15 PM 
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Virginia Finnish Socialist Opera House 

The Virginia Finnish Socialist Opera House was 

completed in 1913 by an organization calling itself 

the Finnish Men’s Working Association.  The 800 

seat opera house was completed for more than 

$40,000, quite a sum in its time.  

The first performance was held Saturday, April 5, 

1913, a vocal concert with Choir Director Jukka 

Makirinne conducting.  Box seats for the event sold 

for $25, where general admission in the future was 

typically $0.25.  The second dedication evening was 

the first play performed - Goethe’s “Clavigo" - 
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translated from German to Finnish. ** 

http://virginiamnmuseum.com/opera%20house%20stage.jpg 

** http://www.vccu.org/about-us/history  Feb 12, 2012 3:45 PM 

 

Crockett Opera House, Virginia, Minnesota   

1890-99 

Exterior view of the Crockett Opera House, 

storefront with staff and customers**.   

http://collections.mnhs.org/visualresources/image.cfm?imageid=25982&Page=4&Digital=Yes&Keywords=vir
ginia&SearchType=Basic&bhcp=1 
 
**http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/irrc/id/2037/rec/20 
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Virginia's Socialist Opera House was one of many 
halls built in communities across the nation where 
concentrations of Finnish immigrants had settled. 
Most of the halls served a dual purpose, 
encapsulated in the unusual pairing of the words 
"socialist" and "opera" carved over the Virginia hall's 
entrance. Used for dances, gymnastic performances, 
and stage plays, they also provided meeting places 
for like-minded Finns, many of them laborers who 
embraced socialist ideals. The Socialist Workers' 
Organization of Virginia built the Virginia hall. Its 
mission statement outlined its goals: With the help of 
plays "it was possible to draw audiences unaware of 
the [socialist] movement to hear agitators' speeches, 
poems, songs and such material with which it was 
possible to elevate their knowledge."  
 
The most significant moment in the building's long 
history came in 1916, during a miners' strike that 
rocked the Iron Range. The Socialist Opera became 
the headquarters for the local strike committee and 
for the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), a 
national organization that had come to town to direct 
the strike effort. Fiery, emotionally charged speeches 
and rallies were staged at the Opera House, with 
IWW leaders' speeches translated into the workers' 
many languages 

http://www.historymuseumeot.com/mfahs/htm/part7_Dir%5Cpart7_Picture13.jpg 

http://discovery.mnhs.org/MN150/index.php?title=Socialist_Opera_House   Feb 22, 2012 7:10 PM 
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Virginia Socialist Opera House photographed in 2013 

 

 

 


